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Middle-class social mobility in colonial Queensland: 
a case study of Walter and Katie Hume * 
Hilary Davies 
The biography of Walter and Katie Hume is a story of social mobility in colonial Queensland 
between 1863, during the colony's infancy, and its metamorphosis into a state in the 
Commonwealth of Australia in 1901. It depicts the family's rise in status and wealth from 
struggling middle-class origins to membership of Queensland's social elite. Their story 
exemplifies the personal attributes and cultural background necessary to exploit 
opportunities for success within the parameters of the political, economic and social 
development of the colony. 
Walter Cunningham Hume arrived in Queensland from England in January 1863. His 
mother, Elizabeth Hume, his three sisters, Marion, Jenny and Elizabeth, and his youngest 
brother, Washington, followed him later that year.* In 1865 he proposed to Anna Kate 
Fowler, who, having accepted, arrived in September 1866. Walter and Katie married two 
weeks later in Brisbane and over the course of their life in Queensland produced eight 
children of whom three survived to adulthood. They resided at Drayton, Stanthorpe, Gowrie, 
Toowoomba and Brisbane before retiring to Britain in March 1901. From his position as a 
trainee surveyor in 1863, Walter rose to be Assistant Mineral Lands Commissioner at 
Stanthorpe in July 1872; then Mineral Lands Commissioner, Stanthorpe from December 
1872 to May 1875; and Land Commissioner and District Surveyor for the Darling Downs 
from 1875 to 1885. Walter was then appointed Under-Secretary of the Lands Department 
from 1885. At the time of his retirement in March 1901 Walter was one of the colony's three 
Land Court judges, having held that position for three years. 
Walter Hume was born on 31 January 1839, the eldest of six children. His father, Alexander 
2 
Hume, was a Scottish poet and lyricist. Walter was probably educated by his mother 
3 
Elizabeth (nee Scott) who established a school in London. After his father's death in May 
1851, Walter joined the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company (P & O) as a 
*This paper is based on the conclusions contained in Hilary Davies, 'Middle-class social mobility in 
colonial Queensland: the case study of the Hume family', PhD thesis. University of Queensland, 2005. 
* Land Order Register, 13 October 1863, Janet E Hume 1863/3990 and Washington Hume 
1863/3991, IMM/247 on Reel Z1570, Queensland State Archives (QSA); 'Miss Hume' (Marion) 
returned to Brisbane from Sydney on the Lady Bowen, Brisbane Courier, 15 April 1865, p. 4, c. 1. No 
record of arrival into Queensland was found on immigration shipping lists or indexes held in the 
Queensland State Archives or the State Library of Queensland. The Brisbane Couriertor 1863 has 
not revealed any of Walter's family arriving on passenger ships into Brisbane. 
^ The dictionary of national biography. Sir Lesley Stephen and Sir Sydney Lee, eds, Oxford, Oxford 
University Press, 1917, rpt 1973, vol. x, p. 211. 
^ Walter C Hume, A Victorian engagement: letters and journals of Walter Hume and Anna Kate Fowler 
during the 1860s, Bertram Hume, ed., St Lucia, University of Queensland Press (UQP), 1975, p viii; 
Dictionary of national biography, Stephen and Lee, eds, vol. x, p. 211. 
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midshipman. By age 22, Walter was already the veteran of a successful career in the 
mercantile marine, having risen to the rank of Officer Second Class and obtained his 
master's licence. Not prepared to wait for slow promotion to captain and then commander in 
5 
the merchant marine, he chose to change career. 
He developed and executed his 'Australian Scheme' - namely to obtain a position as trainee 
surveyor - with the assistance of Francis Thomas (Frank) Gregory whom he met en route 
from Australia to England. Employment on Queensland Government work became available 
in 1862 through Frank's older brother, Augustus Charles Gregory, the Surveyor General and 
Commissioner for Lands of that colony. When an opening for an experienced contract 
surveyor arose, Frank took the appointment and subsequently offered Walter employment 
as a trainee surveyor. 
Departing on 20 November 1862, Walter Hume travelled posthaste by the P & O mail run to 
Australia, arriving in Brisbane on 23 January 1863 to commence work under Gregory's 
8 
tutelage, for £100 per annum plus board. Walter began his new life in debt, having equipped 
himself by borrowing £50 at 5 percent over two years using his life insurance as security, 
and borrowing a further £15 from friends for expenses en route. He was spared the cost of 
g 
the voyage by convincing the P & O directors to give him free passage to Australia. 
In his first 18 months in Queensland, Walter advanced from apprentice surveyor to surveyor 
second-class. Between 1 June 1863 and 20 January 1864, he was based at the Crown 
10 
Lands Office at St George, approximately 400 miles from the coast. He qualified for his 
licence to practise as a surveyor on 8 February 1864. Although then able to work for 
himself, he took up a position as Surveyor of the Second Class in the Surveyor General's 
12 
department. This was more secure employment than contracting, with a guaranteed 
income, which a man with dependants would be more likely to choose. In 1865 Walter had a 
surveyor's 'camp' of his own, charged with setting out towns and agricultural reserves on the 
'* Hume, A Victorian engagement, p. vii. He had also survived the sinking of the Croesus in 1854. 
^ Hume, A Victorian engagement, pp. 25-6. 
^Hume, A Victorian engagement, pp. 15-16; Hume's 'Australian Scheme' dated from a conversation 
with Frank Gregory on 20 November 1860: Walter Cunningham Hume (WCH) diary, 12 March 1861, 
in Hume, A Victorian engagement, p. 24. 
'^  Bede Nairn, Geoffrey Serle and Russel Ward, eds, Australian dictionary of biography, vol. 4: 1851-
1890 D-J, Melbourne, Melbourne University Press, 1972, pp. 293-5. 
® Hume, A Victorian engagement, pp. 56-8 and p. 71; Brisbane Courier, 23 January 1863, p. 2, c.1. 
^ Hume, A Victorian engagement, pp. 56-8. 
*° WC Hume, Journal, Hume Collection (HC), Fryer Library, University of Queensland. 
** Qld government gazette (QGG), 8 February 1864, p. 131. 
*^  QGG, 24 June 1864, p. 409; Anna Kate Hume, Katie Hume on the Darling Downs: a colonial 
marriage: letters of a colonial lady, 1866-1871, Nancy Bonnin, ed., St Lucia, UQP, 1985, p. 9. 
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Darling Downs west of Brisbane. He was sufficiently well-established in Queensland to 
propose to Katie Fowler by letter, which arrived in England in July 1865. He sent money 
intended for her passage in the following year. Walter, like many Victorian men, had 
postponed marriage until he had sufficient income and prospects to support a wife and 
family. 
Anna Kate (Katie) Fowler was one of nine children comprising a 'sisterhood' of seven plus 
two brothers. Her father was a noted architect and a commissioner of the 1851 Great 
16 
Exhibition in London. Katie and at least one of her sisters had been pupils, then unpaid 
teachers, at Walter's mother's boarding school. It was here that Walter and Katie met in the 
1850s. Their acquaintance was furthered during several visits made by Walter to the 
Fowlers' home, 'Totteridge House' at High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire, between January 
1860 and November 1862.^^ 
By the time Katie arrived in Brisbane in September 1866, Walter's mother and two of his 
sisters were married. His brother, Washington, worked with him as a trainee surveyor, while 
Elizabeth, at age 16, assisted her married sisters with their home duties and families. Marion 
Hume married Walter's patron, Frank Gregory, in May 1865, while Jenny Hume married 
William Henderson, the Bank of Queensland branch manager in Toowoomba, in November 
of the same year. Walter's mother became the wife of Robert Muter Stewart, merchant and 
commission agent of the firm Scott, Dawson and Stewart of Brisbane, on 29 August 1866. 
Stewart was partner and Queensland representative of this mercantile company and later 
sen/ed as a member of the Queensland Legislative Assembly from 14 November 1873 to 
2 February 1878 and as Colonial Secretary in the Thorn Ministry between 5 June 1876 and 
19 
15 March 1877. After retiring to England in 1878, Stewart acted as a director of the London 
branch of the Queensland National Bank from the 1880s.^° 
Like all Victorian women, Katie Hume obtained her status from her father's socioeconomic 
position and then her husband's. For the women of this era, marriage was their principal 
^^  Hume, Katie Hume, p. 2 and p. 67. 
^ Hume, A Victorian engagement, p. 80 and pp. 95-6. 
Joseph A Banks, Victorian values: secularism and the size of family, London, Routledge & Kegan 
Paul, 1981, pp. 46-58. 
Hume, A Victorian engagement, p. 102; Photograph, no. Hume003, Hume Photographic Collection, 
MS UQFL10, Fryer Library, University of Queensland. 
Hume, A Victorian engagement, p. ix. 
Hume, A Victorian engagement, p. 71 and p. 73. 
DB Waterson, Biographical register of Queensland parliament 1860-1929, Canberra, ANU Press, 
1972, p. 173. 
20 
Queensland National Bank (QNB), Queensland National Bank Reports December 1872-December 
1905, Brisbane, QNB, 1872-1905. 
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means of improving social position. Katie's marriage to Walter Hume was an appropnate 
liaison, but it did not provide her with immediate wealth and elevated social position. Their 
union was a partnership of young people at the beginning of their life journey. Over time 
Katie achieved all that middle-class women aspired to - social position (accepted within the 
elite circle of Queensland society and fulfilling a philanthropic role in Brisbane society), 
companionate marriage and children who attained similar middle-class successes. 
The Hume family's rise in status and wealth between 1863 and 1901 was attributable to their 
personal traits, cultural background and conformity with the dominant British Victorian 
middle-class culture, and it was also dependent on the opportunities that the political, 
economic and social conditions in the colony created. 
The political decision made at the inception of the Colony of Queensland to raise revenue by 
exploiting the land set the scenario for Queensland's future development. Throughout its 
colonial governance, philosophical attitudes concerning how land should be held and utilised 
and by whom, rather than economic realities, influenced land legislation. This preoccupation 
maintained land's importance in the economy and impeded the development of secondary, 
22 
non-primary-production-related industries. 
Initially, Queensland's economic growth was stimulated by a rapidly rising population and 
substantial capital investment in railway construction. This formula of population growth 
through migration and spending on public works to enable land utilisation drove the economy 
23 
throughout the colonial period. While the rural economy remained central to Queensland's 
growth, the expansion of the pastoral industry played a key role in this development until at 
least 1891. However, growth was erratic due to cyclical boom and bust in overseas markets 
24 
and Queensland's lack of industrial diversity beyond primary production. There were major 
depressions in Queensland between 1866 and 1869 and again between 1891 and 1893. 
Serious rural downturns occurred from 1883 to 1886 and from 1898 to 1902, which had 
widespread economic effects. 
Queensland's dependence on the expansion of primary industries, including mining from 
1867, meant that opportunities for financial and social advancement within the colony 
*^ Richard EN Twopeny, Town life in Australia, Ringwood, Vic, Penguin, 1883, rpt 1973, p. 108; 
Shirley Fitzgerald, Rising damp: Sydney 1870-90, Melbourne, OUP, 1987, p. 172 and p. 8; John 
Allen Ferry, 'Colonial Armidale: a study of people, place and power in the formation of a country town', 
PhD thesis. University of New England, Armidale, 1994, pp. 155-68. 
^ Beverley Kingston, 'The origins of Queensland's "comprehensive" land policy', Queensland 
Heritage, vol. 1, no. 2, May 1965, p. 4 and p. 8; J Laverty, 'Queensland economy, 1860-1915', in DJ 
Murphy, RB Joyce and Colin A Hughes, eds, Prelude to power: the rise of the Labor party in 
Queensland 1885-1915, Brisbane, Jacaranda Press, 1970, p. 31. 
^ Laverty, Queensland economy, pp. 28-30. 
'^* ibid. 
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remained linked to land development for almost the whole colonial period. As surveying 
underpinned the expansion of the rural economy, Walter Hume, who was employed on the 
Darling Downs, the region most fiercely fought over for agricultural development, benefited 
from this. Although the Humes' fortunes were tied to continuing land development, they were 
not directly dependent on income earned from primary production and thereby subject to the 
vicissitudes of rural conditions. 
Political decisions and economic factors influenced a variety of important social conditions 
that affected opportunities for social mobility in colonial Australia. These included workforce 
demography, job growth, migration rates and social structure. The demography of the 
workforce, the rate at which particular jobs were contracting or expanding and the rates of 
migration determined competition for employment and the creation of work opportunities. 
When Walter Hume arrived in Queensland, surveyors were vital for opening land to 
settlement. He was paid to train with Frank Gregory, whereas five years later tutelage in 
sun/eying, still a profession in demand, was paid for by the trainee. As long as land was 
made available for settlement, a steady need for surveyors existed in Queensland, provided 
no economic catastrophe arose to curtail rural expansion. 
Walter Hume bypassed these roadblocks to upward social mobility through promotion. His 
appointment as Mineral Lands Commissioner for Stanthorpe in 1872 somewhat removed the 
threat of redundancy that economic downturn and changes to rural policy could cause. His 
subsequent promotions increasingly insulated him from economic instability. When the rural 
economy slumped between 1883 and 1886, Hume was Commissioner for Crown Lands on 
the Darling Downs, then Under-Secretary for the Department of Public Lands. During the 
depression of the 1890s, Walter's position as Under-Secretary, at the apex of the Lands 
Department hierarchy, meant that although his salary was reduced temporarily during the 
worst of the crisis he was relatively safe from redundancy. Staff members lower on the 
27 
departmental ladder were not and many surveyors were retrenched. 
Social structure also influenced opportunities for upward mobility. Initially Queensland's 
population was small and its social structure simple and fluid. It was headed by the 
Governor, while squatters comprised the elite due to their wealth and social, legislative, 
judicial and media powers. Its bourgeoisie was small. The largest sector of the hierarchy 
comprised the rural and railway workers at its base. This power structure lasted into the 
® Shirley Fisher, 'The mobility myth; some Sydney evidence', Australia 1888 Bulletin, no. 2, 1979, p. 
81. 
27 
Ronald Lawson, Brisbane in the 1890s: a study of an Australian urban society, St Lucia, UQP, 
1973, p. 40. 
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1870s when greater social diversity led to the urban middle classes increasingly participating 
in legislative, judicial and media institutions.^® 
Darling Downs society was a small subset that lacked complexity and diversity. Its hierarchy 
reflected four significant factors: origins, occupation, financial success and, most importantly, 
29 
ownership of rural property. Squatters who occupied the upper echelon generally belonged 
to the upper middle classes by birth, education and wealth, making them the natural 
companions of the Humes. A small stratum of urban middle classes existed, but the majority 
of the remaining population were pastoral employees and servants. In the mid-1870s there 
were still only 1,500 urban middle-class men plus their families on the entire Darling Downs. 
Of these only about 500 were potential acquaintances for the Humes, being professional 
men, newspaper proprietors, clerks and government officials. The remainder were 
shopkeepers and publicans.^" 
In the colony's first three decades, as its capital Brisbane's social structure remained fluid 
because the economy was expanding, businesses were being founded and the population 
was growing, thus creating opportunities of upward mobility for those with the initiative to 
31 
gain wealth and status. Between 1881 and 1891, when Queensland's population exploded 
through migration, especially from 1880 to 1883, many migrants remained in the towns, 
causing an urban land boom, most spectacularly in the capital.®^ Brisbane's population 
during this period increased from 40,000 to over 90,000. Its social structure, although more 
complex than other Queensland towns, was still relatively undeveloped compared with that 
of the southern cities. Its elite comprised the Governor and his entourage, retired and semi-
retired pastoralists, those connected with the British gentry, men in the upper ranks of the 
armed forces, church and law, doctors, merchants engaged in overseas trade, bankers, 
33 
politicians, senior bureaucrats and managers. It was in this stratum that the Humes found 
their niche after their transfer to Brisbane in 1885. 
By the end of the colonial period, Queensland's social structure had solidified, making it 
more difficult to enter the elite of the colony. The depression of the early 1890s halted 
®^ DB Waterson, Squatter, selector and storekeeper: a history of the Darling Downs, 1859-93, 
Sydney, Sydney University Press, 1968, p. 12, p. 19 and p. 216; Denis Cryle; The press in colonial 
Queensland: a social and political history 1845-1875, St Lucia, UQP, 1989, p. 74 and p. 87. 
^^  Waterson, Squatter, selector and storekeeper, pp. 69-70. 
°^ Waterson, Squatter, selector and storekeeper, pp. 69-70; 'Queensland Statistical Register 1876', in 
Queensland Parliamentary Debates 1876. 
*^ Lawson, Brisbane in the 1890s, pp. 62-3 and p. 316. 
^^  Laverty, 'Queensland economy', p. 29; Glen Lewis, A history of the ports of Queensland: a study in 
economic nationalism, St Lucia, UQP, 1973, p. 34. 
®^  Lawson, Brisbane in the 1890s, pp. 62-3 and p. 316; Penny Russell, A wish of distinction: colonial 
gentility and femininity, Melbourne, Melbourne University Press, 1994, pp. 1-2; Theophilus Pugh, 
Pugh's Almanac 1889, pp. 7-8; Graeme Davison, 'New, brawny, uneven and half-finished: Brisbane 
among the capital cities of Australia', in Barry Shaw, ed., Brisbane in 1888: The historical perspective 
(Brisbane History Group Papers No. 8), Brisbane, Brisbane History Group, 1988, p. 160. 
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expansion of the economy and, as a consequence, the opportunities for upward social 
mobility were greatly limited. Thereafter an individual's status was more likely to remain that 
34 
of his family than be self-made. 
While the upward mobility of middle-class individuals in colonial Queensland was still 
possible, it also depended upon internal factors. These comprised personal qualities 
necessary for success, social background, and demonstration of middle-class culture - its 
values, ideals, beliefs, attitudes and behaviour. Each of these influences had a bearing on 
the aspirations and actions of Walter and Katie Hume and their ability to generate and seize 
opportunities. 
To benefit from the opportunities for upward social mobility and monetary success in 
Queensland required the possession of certain personal characteristics. These reflected 
Victorian middle-class values, especially the work ethic and Christian precepts. 
Contemporary commentators and latter-day historians believed these to be initiative, 
ambition, courage, hard work, energy, ability, perseverance, self-reliance, honest purpose, 
35 
frugality and financial prudence. 
Walter Hume benefited from the opportunities provided by colonial Queensland through 
exhibiting all of these personal traits. His decision to come to Queensland showed initiative, 
ambition and courage. The extent of his ambition was revealed by his inscribing a book with 
'Walter Hume ... Surveyor-General' before even arriving in the colony.®® His qualification as a 
sun/eyor within one year showed his ability, energy and capacity for hard work. He 
persevered in his profession, even after he lost government employment in 1867, then when 
re-hired at a low rate of pay and again when transferred to West Moreton away from his 
family for over two years. He exhibited financial prudence by making sound investments, for 
which he was later rewarded. His performance once he had assumed his promotions was an 
important factor in his further preferment. He ably fulfilled his role as Mineral Lands 
Commissioner at Stanthorpe through self-reliance, initiative and his ambition to prove 
himself and further his career. His reward was promotion in 1875 to Land Commissioner and 
District Surveyor for the Darling Downs. In this role he showed himself to be a capable 
administrator. His politically sensitive report of 1881, which reflected his honest appraisal of 
agriculture on the Darling Downs, became a tool for legislative change in 1884. His 
34 
^^  Lawson, Brisbane in the 1890s, pp. 62-3 and p. 316. 
Richard Daintree, Queensland, Australia: its territories, climate and products, agricultural, pastoral 
and minerals, etc, with emigration regulations: illustrated with maps and plates, London, Street, 1873, 
p. 107; W Frederic Morrison, The Aldine history of Queensland, vol. 2, Sydney, The Aldine Publishing 
Co., 1888, p. 251 and p. 441; Graeme Davison, JW McCarty and Ailsa McLeary, Australians 1888, 
Broadway, NSW, Fairfax, Syme and Weldon Associates, 1987, p. 29; Deirdre Tomlins, 'A builder's 
life: John William Young of Brisbane, 1875-1900', PG Dip Arts thesis. University of Queensland, 
1995, p. 4, p. 25 and p. 50. 
Hume, Victorian engagement, p. xii. 
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appointment as Under-Secretary of the Department of Public Lands in 1885 was in large part 
a recognition of his experience, hard work and abilities in the administration of land policies 
in the developing colony over two decades. His further promotion in 1898 was an 
acknowledgement of his vast experience of surveying in the field and his knowledge of land 
policy.®^ 
Katie also possessed all the personal attributes for success in the middle-class world she 
inhabited. She displayed courage in making the decision to leave her family, possibly 
forever, and journey to Queensland to marry Walter. She showed energy, hard work, 
perseverance, frugality and financial prudence throughout her married life. Her 
housekeeping ability was very sound. Long days and weeks by herself at Drayton and the 
'Hermitage', while her husband worked many miles away, showed her self-reliance. She 
raised three children to adulthood despite bouts of life-threatening illness, and she retained 
her faith and positive outlook throughout many difficulties. Despite the personal tragedy of 
the deaths of five babies and the permanent departure of important members of their small, 
close and supportive family circle, Katie persevered in the life she had chosen. 
Alongside personal qualities, social background and social networks could furnish a valuable 
key to upward social mobility in the colony. A genteel upbringing enabled entry into the 
society of the ruling elite. Furthering oneself was facilitated by a network of family, friends 
and acquaintances who could provide employment, business and investment openings, 
while a wealthy family was an invaluable source of the necessary funds through gift or 
38 
loan. 
Capital, or access to it, enabled migrants to take up the opportunities that the colony 
provided, as land and commerce were the principal means of gaining wealth. Land was a 
valuable commodity from which income might be earned or profit reaped from its sale once 
its value rose due to population growth increasing demand. To his advantage, Walter 
married into a wealthy family willing to lend him capital for prudent financial speculation to 
further his prospects in the new colony. Katie brought to her marriage £600 given by her 
father. This endowment when invested provided approximately £60 per annum income in 
addition to Walter's salary. In 1866 Katie was the beneficiary of an aunt's will and received 
£218 which was used to boost her income derived from Treasury bonds.®^ Mrs Fowler gave 
£200 for their daughter Ethel which was used in conjunction with other money to fund a 
®'^  Hilary Davies, 'The Hume family of Toowoomba and Brisbane: a case study of middle-class social 
mobility in colonial Queensland', PhD thesis, University of Queensland, 2005, pp. 180-2. 
®® Graeme Davison, 'The dimensions of mobility in nineteenth century Australia', Australia 1888: 
Bulletin, 2 August 1979, p. 12; Graeme Davison, The rise and fall of marvellous Melbourne, 
Melbourne, Melbourne University Press, 1978, p. 95; Kay Cohen, 'Public Service boards 1859-1920', 
in Kay Cohen and Ken Wiltshire, eds. People, places and policies: aspects of Queensland 
government administration 1859-1920, St Lucia, UQP, 1995, p. 97. 
Anna Kate Hume (AKH) to parents, Toowoomba, 18 October 1866, HC. 
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mortgage over a property at Gowrie Creek. Within two years this property came into the 
Humes' ownership and strengthened their financial security. A loan of £500 from the Fowler 
family allowed Walter to grasp other investment opportunities and capitalise on the 
economy's growth once it moved out of depression in the 1870s. In 1876 Mrs Fowler lent or 
40 
gave a further £100 to fence around the Humes' new home. 
A network of family, friends and acquaintances was extremely advantageous to an ambitious 
man because nepotism, patronage and association with influential people within the colonial 
hierarchy were vital for obtaining preferments and accessing opportunities. Long before 
arriving in Queensland, Walter's cultivation of an acquaintance with Frank Gregory spawned 
a career plan and a patron who gave him the opportunity to establish a new life in 
Queensland. Within three years Walter had repaid his debts, settled his family in 
Queensland and proposed marriage. His achievements and prospects were sufficient to 
entice a woman of impeccable, genteel background to leave her close family to join him for a 
lifetime in a distant colony in its raw infancy. Through friendship with members of the 
squatting elite, who in the first decade or more of the colony's history formed a powerful 
oligarchy, the Humes laid the foundations of an influential network for the future. 
However, it was the patronage of Augustus Gregory which was invaluable to the Humes. In 
the first years of the Hume marriage, Walter retained his employment in the Lands 
Department despite the retrenchment, due to cost-cutting during the 1866-67 depression, of 
all but four surveyors. When finally Walter was dismissed, the Surveyor General hired him 
for contract surveying, probably because of their family ties. This work enabled Walter to 
continue supporting his family despite Queensland's economic crisis. Patronage by 
Augustus Gregory again played an important role in the Humes' upward social mobility in 
1872 when Walter's career began to blossom with the appointment as Assistant Mineral 
Lands Commissioner at Stanthorpe in July 1872 and then as its Mineral Lands 
Commissioner after Frank Gregory resigned in November 1872. 
The Gregorys were also valuable sources of information and advice. When Walter was 
offered a government surveying position in 1868, Augustus Gregory advised him to take it, 
although he was earning more income through contracting, because this work would not last. 
He also advised Walter not to resign his post when he was transferred to West Moreton 
district in 1870. Frank Gregory no doubt apprised Walter and Katie of opportunities for 
prudent investment of their capital. Part of Katie's government land grant purchased acreage 
"" AKH to mother, Drayton, 23 November 1869, HC; Mrs Maria Fowler to WCH, 'Marlow', 26 January 
1870, HC; WCH to Mrs Fowler, Drayton, Good Friday [1870], HC; Mrs Fowler to Katie, 'Marlow', 16 
May 1876, HC. 
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adjacent to land bought by Frank and on which he built his home, 'Harlaxton'. Similarly, 
Walter became mortgagee for a property nearby.'** 
However, patronage could not fully insulate Walter from external factors such as politics or 
the economic crises in the colony that eventually made him redundant in 1867; nor did it 
create employment opportunities. Close association with the Gregory brothers was not 
advantageous when there was a public outcry about their administration of the 1868 land 
legislation and, by association, against him. This furore caused Walter's transfer from the 
Darling Downs district to West Moreton in 1870. This was a political decision by James 
Taylor who, as Secretary for Public Lands, needed to appear to be doing something about 
the Gregorys' influence, to alter the mood of the public and save his own political career. 
In his role as Mineral Lands Commissioner at Stanthorpe, Walter established his credentials 
with the Under-Secretary for Public Land, William Tully, whose own star was in the 
ascendancy. This relationship subsequently proved advantageous when Augustus Gregory 
lost political support. Consequently, Hume survived and prospered despite the diminution of 
power of his patrons and the power shift to William Tully, who assumed the position of 
Surveyor General as well as Under-Secretary in 1875. 
Hume's appointments as Commissioner for Crown Land for the Darling Downs district in 
1875 and Under-Secretary for Lands in 1885 largely reflected his abilities but also his 
connections. In 1877 he had joined the Queensland Club, probably sponsored by the 
Gregory brothers whose membership pre-dated his. This club brought him into further 
contact with members of the ruling class of Queensland. He was linked with William Tully, 
his predecessor as Under-Secretary, with parliamentarians, including his stepfather Robert 
Stewart to whom he and Katie attributed the appointment as Under-Secretary, and with 
pastoralists, ministers and other influential ruling-class members, as well as the Gregory 
brothers, who were both members of the Legislative Council. 
Relocated in Brisbane from 1885 the Humes consolidated their pre-existing connections with 
its society to take full membership of the elite of the metropolis. They capitalised on the 
socioeconomic status accorded by Walter's influential bureaucratic position to further the 
acquaintance of members of Brisbane's upper echelon and develop friendships with those 
with whom they shared gentility and interests such as music, literature, tennis and sailing. 
For middle-class women a similar system of network formation with assistance from family 
and friends operated. Katie used this to create a niche within elite society. From the time of 
her arrival on the Darling Downs, she commenced establishing a social circle among the 
elite and genteel of Queensland society. Prior to the birth of her first child she had created a 
"** WCH to Mrs Fowler, Drayton, Good Friday [1870], HC; AKH to mother, Drayton, 18 August 1867, 
HC. 
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space for herself within the small circle of middle-class women on the Darling Downs. Initially 
through her mother-in-law's network gained from residing in Brisbane as the wife of a 
leading merchant and later Member of Parliament, Katie made connections in Brisbane and 
could claim the Governor's wife as an acquaintance. Sister-in-law Marion Gregory was a link 
to influential men and women of Brisbane society, especially after Frank Gregory's 
appointment to the Legislative Council in 1874. Through her, Katie made the acquaintance 
of the Church of England Bishop of Brisbane, Edward Tufnell, Lady Eliza O'Connell and 
Governor Kennedy's daughter. Once she began living in Brisbane, Katie's involvement in 
two charity organisations with Mrs Benjamin Glennie established her social standing and 
position of leadership in Brisbane society. 
Besides social background and personal attributes, joining and rising within middle-class 
Queensland society also required the Humes' adherence to the dominant British bourgeois 
culture - exhibiting appropriate behaviour, appearance and modelling of its values. This 
culture was characterised by gentility, a strong work ethic, Christianity, morality, a doctrine of 
separate spheres for men and women, and the primacy of family. Style of life confirmed 
membership and advanced social standing. 
The notion that Australian society was egalitarian existed in the nineteenth century but was 
not true. In a study of Melbourne society, Russell, like Davidoff researching Britain, found 
that a distinctive 'Society' functioned, entry into which required the display of certain genteel 
behaviours, as did the continued membership of the society."^^ This gentility was displayed 
through personal behaviour, dress and language, modesty, cleanliness, table manners, a 
formalised language, and speech portraying refinement and purity."*^ Katie and Walter 
experienced no difficulty in proving their gentility. They exhibited the manners, education, 
accomplishments, language and dress that denoted this state. Although Walter's work and 
relationship to Frank and Augustus Gregory gave him the opportunity to meet the squatters 
who formed the ruling elite of the colony, it was Walter's upbringing and background, 
reflecting middle-class culture, which made him a suitable acquaintance. His choice of 
marriage partner, a genteel woman assured of entry into elite society, consolidated his 
standing in this group. Consequently, they maintained friendships with a number of pastoral 
families for over 30 years. 
Style of life denoted gentility and the middle classes could be identified by their spending on 
outward display. Income was expended on servants' wages, freeing wives and daughters 
from domestic drudgery. Outlay on rent or rates for suitable housing, furnishings and 
"^Leonore Davidoff, Best circles: society, etiquette and the season, London, Croom Helm, 1973, pp. 
14-16; Russell, A wish of distinction', pp. 58-91. 
'^ Leonore Davidoff and Catherine Hall, Family fortunes: men and women of the English middle class 
1780-1850, London, Hutchinson, 1987, p. 397 and p. 401. 
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decoration of their homes and on fashionable or activity-specific clothing maintained 
appearances. Pew rents paid for appropriate seating in church. Subscriptions to voluntary 
societies, charities and the arts reflected middle-class philanthropy. Holidays, leisure 
activities and expensive foodstuffs were optional extras that distinguished the middle 
classes. Money spent on the education and instruction of children and on furthering the 
careers of sons, through training, purchase of partnerships and other business investments, 
was necessary to maintain or improve the social standing of offspring and the family. 
Expenditure on daughters' weddings was another legitimate but discretionary allocation of 
resources to enhance social standing.'*^ Walter's expenditure on items that improved the 
family's quality of life and displayed their middle-class standing, such as the purchase of a 
new buggy, well-bred horses, books and equipment, was linked to his desire to have the 
best of everything once he felt he could afford it. 
The homes and family life that Walter and Katie Hume created were not only indicators of 
their gentility but were important in maintaining and enhancing their status within 
Queensland colonial society. Middle-class homes had many purposes. They were the stage 
for the display of status and of gentility through social ritual. Interiors followed the fashions of 
the day, with parlours of bric-a-brac such as lacquered 'japanned' objects popular in the 
latter part of the century. Exteriors denoted space and privacy. As much as possible, middle-
class houses emulated those of the English gentry, set in semi-rural isolation away from the 
evils of town life. The Humes' homes always fulfilled this requirement of distance from the 
noise, bustle, diseases and lower classes in town centres while emulating the country 
lifestyle of the English gentry. Their first home, the 'Residency' at Drayton, was set on an 
acreage block seven miles from Toowoomba, while their next home, the 'Hermitage', with its 
100 acres beside Gowrie Creek, was about three miles from town. It was a gentleman's 
residence with spacious gardens and land sufficient for cropping, orchard, milch cows and 
horses. This property enabled the Humes to raise their family in a healthy environment away 
from urban influences, while being close enough to Toowoomba to allow Walter to commute 
to his work, for the children to attend schools and for Katie to perform her social duties. 
When the family moved into urban environments the same criteria applied. In Toowoomba 
they chose suburban houses on large blocks removed from the town centre to ensure 
privacy. From there Walter and Katie took advantage of the social and entertainment 
opportunities available in Toowoomba without experiencing the disadvantages of town life. In 
Brisbane their temporary home, 'Grosvenor' at suburban Toowong, was a large house set on 
an acreage block amid extensive gardens. 'Fairseat', their home at Tonwood from 1886 to 
'^ Davidoff and Hall, Family fortunes, pp. 360-1. 
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1901, was located high on a hilltop surrounded by bushland and overlooking the city centre 
three miles away. 
Their homes were stages for display of their status and gentility, used for entertaining friends 
and useful acquaintances. The furnishings and decoration of their homes set them apart as 
middle class. Initially their home at Drayton was furnished with imported goods brought from 
England with Katie. Walter and Washington made other pieces of furniture to match. 
Decorations included wedding presents from family and friends and soft furnishings made by 
Katie. In the 1880s the piano was replaced and new furniture purchased. The interior of their 
Brisbane home had plastered and papered walls - an upper-class, English and Southern 
style - and displayed artwork that included a portrait of Walter's father."*® 
Entertaining was an important aspect of middle-class lifestyle. At Drayton the Humes 
regularly invited squatters such as William Beit of 'Westbrook Station' to dine, followed by 
music as the after-dinner entertainment. The style and quality of food presented was above 
the ordinary fare. Desserts were made by Katie, while her cook prepared the other courses. 
This method of socialising remained the Humes' favoured mode throughout their residence 
in Queensland. Afternoon teas on the verandah were a more informal social occasion. Katie 
meticulously listed the 'Hermitage' visitors and house guests in her diaries.'*® 
From the mid-nineteenth century leisure activities - social, cultural and sporting - became 
an important facet of middle-class life to balance the hard work of everyday life. Sporting 
fads varied over time and included croquet, archery, tennis, shooting, riding, swimming, 
canoeing, sailing and skating. As the colony grew more populous, social and cultural 
opportunities became more diverse, frequent and sophisticated, especially in Brisbane. 
These events brought out high fashion, as each occasion was an exercise in networking and 
social reaffirmation. Many pastimes were undertaken in specific, fashionable clothing. 
Archery parties were scenes of flamboyant dressing and smart hats for the women. For 
women, riding required a specially cut habit with a long, ample skirt for purposes of decorum 
and movement. Shooting parties could bring forth the best in English hunting styles or 
merely a pith helmet added for flair. Both Katie and Ethel wore imported styles, fabrics and 
haberdashery purchased while holidaying in England. 
Holidays were a luxury that distinguished the middle classes from those below them on the 
social scale. The choice of holiday location was important. From 1880 holidays at Southport 
became part of the Humes' lifestyle, and after their relocation to Brisbane it became the 
norm to holiday each summer at either Southport or Toowoomba, depending on vice-regal 
'*^  AKH, 'Journal of a Trip to Wanwick, 30 October - 15 November 1866', HC; 2 January 1885, 6 
February 1885, AKH 1885 diary, HC; Davies, 'The Hume family of Toowoomba and Brisbane', p. 187. 
'*® AKH letters and AKH diaries 1875-80, HC. 
303 
Davies - Middle-class social mobility in colonial Queensland 
preference. The Humes' extended holiday to Britain in 1883 marked them as wealthy 
enough to travel 'home'. Their financial capacity to fund this journey to re-establish their 
British links, and the decision to educate their children there, showed that they had reached 
a socioeconomic level where they behaved as career colonial civil servants rather than 
migrants destined to spend the rest of their lives in Queensland. 
Another expected aspect of middle-class life was religious observance and philanthropy. 
Church attendance, voluntary parish and community work and donations to charities were all 
the expected outward manifestations of religious belief. In the early years of their marriage 
Katie and Walter were regular churchgoers and involved themselves in community works. 
Throughout her life in Queensland Katie was active in the parish, fundraising, teaching and 
performing good works. She supported many charities with time, money and goods. In 
Drayton Katie subscribed to the church's harmonium fund and donated goods for this 
purpose. She regularly played hymns for the Sunday service. Similarly, in Stanthorpe she 
assisted with money-raising for the infant parish by contributing a musical performance in a 
concert. Once released from parenting duties, Katie extended her relationship with the 
Church of England and its charities in Brisbane. Through her philanthropic work in 
cooperation with her friend Mrs Glennie, she assumed a position of purpose and importance 
in Brisbane society. Another feature of Katie's middle-class philanthropy was her support of 
cultural organisations. Donations to the Brisbane School of Arts library, subscriptions to the 
Musical Union and Liedertafel, and attendance at concerts, plays and gallery exhibitions 
were all means by which Katie aided the development of the arts in the infant colony and 
reaffirmed her social position. 
Walter, in contrast, like many middle-class contemporaries, was an 'unconscious Broad 
Churchman' whose religious convictions were never as strong as Katie's and whose 
involvement in the church was as a duty or matter of 'decency' and propriety.'*'' During his 
appointment as Mineral Lands Commissioner at Stanthorpe he showed community 
leadership when he acted as churchwarden, organised fundraising for a hospital and 
surveyed the site for the first state school. Subsequently, Walter served as a churchwarden 
at Toowoomba but ceased his church-related activities after moving to Brisbane. It was not 
until 1895, when he joined the Queensland Marine Defence Force volunteer brigade, that 
Walter again took on a voluntary community role. 
The morality of the Humes was unquestioned. Their respectability was only ever put at risk 
through their association by marriage with William Henderson who was convicted and jailed 
for bankruptcy. In Walter's professional capacity, there were two incidents that jeopardised 
'" Hume, A Victorian engagement, p. 27, and Hugh McLeod, Class and religion in the late Victorian 
city, London, Croom Helm, 1974, pp. 152-5. 
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his reputation: his association with the Gregory brothers when they were accused of ignoring 
the dummying of land by squatters on the Darling Downs, and his decision, when he was a 
Land Court judge, to repurchase the property 'Seaforth' in central Queensland for resale for 
agricultural purposes, but the land was not sold even decades later. 
Like most members of the middle-classes, the Hume family maintained its compliance with 
separate spheres of endeavour for men and women whereby men operated in the public 
sphere while women functioned in the domestic. Walter was engaged in his profession 
making decisions that affected public policy and the lives of others, while Katie managed the 
domestic, social and philanthropic interests of the family. Consequently, their children 
received the instruction that would fit them for similar roles. 
Family life was upheld as an ideal by the middle classes, and the manner in which parents 
raised their families and transferred their culture to the next generation was an important 
component of middle-class life. Once children had been raised to adulthood they were 
expected in turn to retain or improve their family's social status. To do this, sons required an 
expensive public school education in preparation for careers that could result in high office 
48 
and economic rewards. Daughters received sufficient education and accomplishments to 
fulfil the roles of good wives and mothers and to function within society. The Humes' sons 
were educated at expensive grammar schools before training in their professions prior to 
suitable middle-class employment. Their daughter received a sound school-based 
education, with an emphasis on accomplishments such as music, drawing and languages in 
the later years to fit her for the role of socially adept wife, manager of a middle-class home 
and mother capable of educating her children. 
The Humes achieved these outcomes by using their opportunity of travel to Britain to enrol 
two of their children at British boarding schools. This ensured that the children obtained an 
education suitable for membership of the British upper-middle classes. The youngest child, 
Albert, attended grammar school and later trained as an engineer. Ethel boarded at a school 
for young ladies while she studied towards the Cambridge Intermediate Examination. Upon 
completion of this course of study, she attended a finishing school in Dresden for 18 months 
to improve her music and language abilities. This education fulfilled the objectives for 
middle-class women during the nineteenth century within the private sphere of home and 
within society in Britain or Australia. The elder son, Bertram, prevented by ill-health from 
remaining in Britain, attended grammar schools at Toowoomba and Brisbane in preparation 
for professional training. The Humes attained as much for their children by way of education 
Banks, Victorian values secularism and the size of families, p. 49, p. 56 and p. 75, and Steven 
Mintz, A prison of expectations: the family in Victorian culture. New York, New York University Press, 
1983, pp. 19-20 
305 
Davies - Middle-class social iTiobility in colonial Queensland 
as any middle-class parents could aspire to, especially those living in one of Britain's 
colonies. 
Walter and Katie Hume succeeded in seizing and using the opportunities provided by the 
fledgling economic, political and social environment of the Colony of Queensland to achieve 
upward social mobility with its accompanying financial rewards. They strove to fulfil their 
ambitions through hard work and commitment to each other. They gained admission to the 
elite of the colony, while it was still open to entry, through their background and gentility and 
by recreating a British middle-class style of life. Access to capital from Katie's family and 
support from their family and social networks were important factors in their financial and 
career successes. Their appropriate beliefs, attitudes and behaviour as they rose within the 
ranks of the bourgeoisie - first on the Darling Downs and then in Brisbane - perpetuated 
their upward social climb. Their ability to return to Britain at retirement - the society and 
culture that they had upheld and modelled for their entire adult lives - was the final reward of 
their upward social mobility within colonial Queensland. 
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